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Cardinal DiNardo Bio 
His Eminence Daniel Cardinal DiNardo is the metropoli-
tan archbishop of Galveston-Houston and pastor to its 
1.3 million Catholics (and over 4 million non-Catholics) 
and 440 priests in 146 parishes and 60 schools spread 
over 8,880 square miles. His seats are St. Mary Cathedral 
Basilica in Galveston and the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred 
Heart in Houston. 

Born in Steubenville, Ohio, and raised with three siblings in Castle Shannon 
near Pittsburgh, Cardinal DiNardo attended St. Anne grade school and the 
Jesuit-run Bishop's Latin school before enrolling in St. Paul Seminary and 
Duquesne University in Pittsburgh. He received his master's degree in phi-
losophy from the Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C. and 
degrees of Sacred Theology from both the Pontifical Gregorian University 
and the Patristic Institute Augustinianum in Rome. 

He was ordained to the priesthood for the Diocese of Pittsburgh on July 16, 
1977 and served as parish pastor, seminary professor, spiritual director, 
and in the chancery. From 1984 to 1991, he worked in Rome as a staff 
member for the Congregation for Bishops, as director of Villa Stritch (the 
house for American clergy), and as adjunct professor at the Pontifical North 
American College. In 1991 he returned to Pittsburgh, serving as pastor to 
several parishes and again in the chancery. 

He was appointed coadjutor bishop of Sioux City, Iowa and ordained there 
as a bishop in October 1997. As his Episcopal motto he adopted: Ave Crux 
Spes Unica, meaning "Hail the Cross, Our Only Hope." He succeeded retir-
ing Bishop Lawrence Donald Soens of Sioux City in November of 1998. 

He was named coadjutor bishop (later coadjutor archbishop) of Galveston-
Houston in January 2004 and succeeded Archbishop Joseph Fiorenza on 
February 28, 2006. On June 29, 2006, he received the pallium from Pope 
Benedict XVI. He was elevated to the College of Cardinals in November of 
2007 at St. Peter's Basilica in Rome. As a member of the Sacred College, he 
served as a Cardinal-Elector in the Papal Conclave of 2013, which saw the 
election of Pope Francis to the See of Peter. In November of the same year, 
he was elected by his brother bishops as the Vice-President of the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) for a three-year term. He is 
a member of the Pontifical Council for Culture, the Pontifical Council for 
the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Itinerant People, the Pontifical Council 
for the Economy, and is on the Board of Trustees of The Catholic University 
of America in Washington, D.C  

 



  PAGE 2 

 

Associate State Chaplain by Reverend Victor Perez 

Greetings from your 
new Associate State 
Chaplain.  I am happy 
to be able to serve you 
and offer the Holy 
Mass every First Friday 
for your intentions.   

I am the pastor of St. 
Joseph near downtown 
Houston.  It is the sec-

ond oldest Catholic Church in Houston (1880).  I 
asked St. Joseph to pray for all of you and to 
protect you.  Especially, I ask him to pray for 
you as Catholic women, Catholic daughters.  
Never forget who you are, daughters of God.   

Recently on August 15 I baptized an adult and at 
the Mass I told him before the Our Father, that 
this is his first official Our Father since he just 
became His son through baptism.  What a bless-
ing we get to pray that prayer and call God our 
Father.  We truly are His children and so as His 
children we need to love the Father and live in 
this truth.   

The opposite of loving the Father is if we love 
the world as St. John says 1 John 2:15.  To love 
the world is if we follow the way of pride, vani-
ty, and concupiscence of the flesh.  We have to 
be His children and be humble.  God is so hum-
ble that He came down to our level and suffered 
for us.  God the Son, eternal with the Father be-
came one of us to save us.  How much we also 
should humble ourselves!   

Paul says we have to “count others as better than 
ourselves” (Phil 2:3).  We have to see the good in 
each other and not seek our own glory.  Instead 
we seek to glorify God by offering our talents to 
serve His Kingdom.  So let’s get out there and 
help build His Kingdom.  

This September we have great feast days.  Sep-
tember 14 the exaltation of the Holy Cross, we 
remember what Jesus did to save us and how we 
should embrace our own cross to follow Him in 
the Christian life.  Also on September 15 we hon-
or Our Lady of Sorrows, Mary united to Jesus at 
the foot of the cross.  We should draw near to her 
and she will help us to be patient and never lose 
hope keeping our eyes fixed on His love for us.  
Also September 21 is the feast of St. Matthew the 
Evangelist and Apostle.  That is the first Gospel I 
read from start to finish.  I read it on an airplane 
after visiting a religious community to discern the 
priesthood.   

This month try reading Matthew’s Gospel.  De-
vour the word of God.  Get to know Jesus as He 
really is.  Lastly on September 29 we celebrate 
the Archangels: Gabriel, Rafael, and Michael.  
We ask the protection of St. Michael to defend us 
from Satan.  He tries to throw a monkey-wrench 
in all we do, and in our communities.   

The greatest defense is to call upon Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph and St. Michael and to be humble like 
Mary, like Jesus was and have faith and hope.  
Jesus’ grace is with us and we do not have to be 
afraid.  We need to love our neighbor and seek 
unity and charity.   

Come Holy Spirit bless us this new school year 
as we begin to do the works God has prepared for 
us to do in every court.  Every Regent, call on the 
Holy Spirit to inspire your courts and guide you 
all.  Please pray for God’s blessings on our new 
State Regent and new State Board.  Be sure of 
my prayers. 
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"Most Blessed are You."  Luke 1:42 

State Regent’s Message by Rebecca Brown 

 

Greetings and peace be with you my dear sisters in Christ.  

I hope your summer was prayerful, you enjoyed being with family and seeing 
friends.  Now let’s get back to our CDA sisters and court activities.  So much has 
happened over the last 2 years.  I don’t like looking back to the past, however I am 
sure everyone knows someone or personally has been affected by events, like the 
Corona Virus.  A priest once said that “if you have fear, there is no room for 
faith.”  A very simple, yet profound thought.  Have you been living in fear or faith?  
Sometimes it’s easier to go along with the group and not stand out, make waves, or not call attention to our-
selves.  Is that really what God is asking of us?  I don’t think God wants us to hide or be fearful people.  He 
wants us to have faith in Him, not just in the good times, but in the bad times as well.  We are blessed God 
loves us so much He wants to give us everything we need.  We have to do our part and trust in God’s plan 
for us and have FAITH! 

Finding the plans God has for us is not always easy, the path is not always clear, and often not without 
struggle.  Over the summer, I have struggled about the direction CDA is going and what our future will 
look like.  I certainly didn’t get the answers to those questions.  However, I did find peace in remembering 
faith over fear and that God has us in His hands.  We, as members of a wonderful sisterhood, need to focus 
on how we are serving God.  Do you smile, grumble and complain, or volunteer with an open/joyful heart?  
Our courts must be places where we are filled spiritually, see charity working, feel grace moving in 
our lives, and know we are blessed.  I can only imagine what CDA would be like if we saw Jesus in each 
other just as John recognized Jesus when Mary visited Elizabeth.  I venture to say that CDA would NOT be 
“the best kept secret” and would be the organization every Catholic woman would want to be a part of.   

For me the summer was filled with planning meetings, phone calls, very late nights, and lots of prayer.  
There are things which will be changing and change is never easy.  Yet change happens all around us and 
all the time. One upcoming change will be the MemO team.  These ladies will be helping courts with mem-
bership ideas, conflicts, and visiting churches that have no CDA presence.  Another change is court align-
ments within districts. We need more District Deputies to support our current ones.  Some areas of Texas 
are very large and I’d like to keep each district deputy having no more than 4 courts.  Currently, some have 
5 or 6. If you feel the call to help, have faith and God will give you all you need and that includes time. One 
other change is the use of technology.  We will be doing more and more on Facebook, the Texas CDA web-
site and researching other areas of the technology we have available to us.  Technology is not something I 
am comfortable with and I am sure some of our members feel the same way.  I am choosing FAITH 
OVER FEAR and I pray everyone will do the same.    

For other updates, the National State Officer Conference was held in Scottsdale, AZ again this summer.  
The retreat center was beautiful, workshops had good material, and being in the dessert was refreshing.  We 
all need to go into a dessert to be refreshed and reconnect with God.  Join me every first Wednesday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m. for Becky’s Buzz on Facebook.  I will have updates, comments, prayers, and will an-
swer questions.   

Remember, FAITH OVER FEAR!  It is easy to say, “it’s always been done that way” and not look for other 
avenues to achieve the same goal.  It’s easy to let the same ladies volunteer for committees/offices/events, 
make the decisions, and not let our talents be used/shared.  Do you say, “I am so busy, let someone else do 
it?”  I have caught myself saying that a time or two. God will call each of us in our own way and in His 
time.  Be ready and open for that call.  FAITH OVER FEAR.  I’m sure you have heard or remember the old 
saying, “you get what you pay for” or “garbage in garage out.”  This is certainly true when volunteering and 
giving.  If you grumble and complain, then that’s what you’ll see and receive.  If you give joyfully, then 
you’ll receive joy in return and usually much more than you gave.  God wants to give us His grace and mer-
cy and love.  We have to be open and have faith.  We are all sinners, so let’s help each other to recognize 
Jesus in everything around us, to see the beauty, to find peace, and to know God.  Be like Elizabeth and 
John and shout, “Most blessed are You.”   

979-248-0993         cdarebeccabrown@gmail.com 
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281-220-9064  musicaltunes4me@yahoo.com 

First Vice State Regent Message by Carolyn Ritchey 

 

 

What a great convention!  I want to extend my sincere thanks to the membership for 
your confidence in me to be your First Vice State Regent. 

We have hit the ground running for this term.  As part of my duties, I am the coordi-
nator for the Leadership Workshop, which is the state’s training for all District Depu-
ties and State Chairmen.  We involve our Past State Regents as well.  This year’s 
workshop was August 5-8 at Circle Lake Retreat Center in Pinehurst.  What a beautiful, peaceful setting for 
our group to learn, worship, and socialize together.  It was awesome! 

Now that our leadership team is ready for the term, we focus on Court Development.  I am already working 
on several new court prospects.  Ladies are out there with a lot of enthusiasm to participate in the works of 
CDA.  I will be sharing updates through “Becky’s Buzz” or will share posts on our CDA Facebook page. 

When out visiting other parishes, do not be afraid to ask around to see if there is a CDA court in the parish.  
If you get a “no” answer, then be bold and ask, “Why not?”  Then give me a call, send an email, or text me, 
and we will contract the parish. 

In the past term we did lose some courts for various reasons, but that has not discouraged me.  In fact, it is 
my motivation to do more, to start new courts, and to bring more membership to the parishes and to the 
state. 

We have set a goal to start at least one new court in each diocese of Texas – that is 15!  So, let’s load the car 
for the road trip! 

Let’s 
stop 

and find 

Does this 
church 
have a 
CDA 

Leadership Workshop Highlights by your Newsletter Editor 

 

 88 in total attendance (which included state officers) 

 Circle Lake Retreat Center in Pinehurst 

 Retreat center has several prayer gardens for personal meditations 

 All in attendance received a “ThankYou” bag from the state officers for saying “Yes” to serving 

 Sessions on etiquette and manners, flag etiquette, forms, MOMs projects, technology/Facebook, officer 
training, conflict resolution, court development, membership and financial reviews 

 Moving morning and evening prayers 

 Closing Mass with the Oath of Office ceremony and the blessing of water for everyone to take home 

 Down-home meals 3 times a day 

 CDA Let’s Make a Deal, Left/Right/Center and the Dollar Bill game with tons of door prizes, good and 
goofy!! 

 Sisterhood and Fellowship 
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Second Vice State Regent Message by Terrie L. Vacek  
 
 
 

Welcome back to the beginning of another term with a new state leadership team ready 
to serve you and celebrate your amazing accomplishments.  We look forward to in-
creased face to face meetings, anniversaries, and service events while we faithfully con-
tinue to pray for those struggling through these difficult times.  With our cup half full, 
challenges become opportunities for God’s blessings to shine through. 

I will continue to receive Financial Review Forms and all Addition and Deletion Forms this term.  Finan-
cial Reviews must be completed before October 31st.   

National offers ‘fillable’ Addition and Deletion forms which facilitate the submission of legible forms.  
Please take advantage of this convenience.  All forms may be submitted by email to National and State 
saving time and money.  However, the original copy of a membership form requiring a signature must also 
be mailed to the National office. 

Please do not send the Information Correction Forms for the general membership to State.  National main-
tains the master roster.  Correction forms should be submitted to Carmencita at carmencitacatholicdaugh-
ters.org.  Please completely fill out a new officer information form for any changes of a court officer or 
chaplain.  Highlight the changes.  Mail or email the form to National and the State Regent. 

Please remember, every court should request a roster from Gloria, the National office, cdaroster@aol.com.  
Verify in the month of September that all data on the National roster matches the financial secretary’s rec-
ords.  Use the proper forms to reconcile any discrepancies.  Have a blessed and beautiful autumn.    

979-533-3142   terriecda@cebridge.net 

State Secretary Message by Virginia Olsolvsky 

 

I hope all of you had a restful summer and are ready to take up the reins of CDA again as 
our new year begins.  This marks the beginning of a two-year term for your state officers, 
state chairmen, and district deputies.  They will have much to share with you about what 
they learned at their recent State Leadership Workshop. The State Information Notebook 
is now on a flash drive and files can easily be sent to your computer.  Make sure that you 
receive updated contact information for all state personnel, as well as the recently updated 
Local Court Charitable Donations Form, and please take this opportunity to go through your files and 
throw away outdated forms and replace them with current ones.   

Make sure you know where to send your forms, as some of the state officers’ duties have changed.  Begin-
ning with this term, financial reviews and all membership information, such as Addition and Deletion 
forms, will no longer be mailed to the State Secretary, but will instead be sent to Terrie Vacek, the Second 
Vice State Regent. All monies, including state dues and charitable donations will be sent to Virginia Olsov-
sky, State Secretary.  MSF money and enrollment forms are also sent to me.  

Checks should be made payable to the CDA Texas State Court.  Verify that there are two signatures on 
court checks.  Your check will be returned if there is only one signature.  Make sure your court number is 
on the check. Specify in the memo area what the check is for, and please do not send a check without a 
copy of the corresponding form or paperwork.  Invoices for National and State dues will be coming out this 
fall and payment is due upon receipt.  Court approval is not required when paying state dues, so please pay 
the invoices in a timely manner. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  It is always a pleasure to hear 
from you! 

361-772-8776  cdavirginia@icloud.com 
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Mission Statement 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas strive to embrace the principle of faith 
working through love in the  promotion of justice, equality, and the  

advancement of human rights and human dignity for all. 

State Treasurer Message by Dela Garza 

It has been a short time since conven-
tion, and I am on “Cloud Nine”.  What 
an honor and privilege has been be-
stowed on me.  I am so thankful for all 
your support, well wishes and prayers. 
Thank you all for this opportunity.  

It has been overwhelming, but ex-
tremely exciting.  I am looking for-

ward to the next two years.  My hope is to make you 
proud, and I will do my best to represent our faith, 
Texas, and you.  

Learning new things is rarely easy, but it is accom-
plishable.  My duties include making deposits of all 
monies, keeping good records, and writing the many 
checks where we donate money or pay for expenses 
incurred.  This position makes a reality the great 
works of CDA in Texas.  All the great deeds you ac-
complish keep Texas CDA a Shining Star! 

I hope to visit courts as they celebrate anniversaries or 
special events.  If your court is celebrating or holding 
a special event, let the Board know.  I have attended 
two court anniversaries, and it was wonderful, greet-
ing and meeting everyone.  

My first National Conference in Arizona was amaz-
ing. I went on a road trip with none other than our 
Worthy State Regent, Rebecca Brown.  The best 
training was in that car, one on one with Becky.  
Meeting other CDA State and National officers was 
truly a humbling experience.  It is remarkable to see 
women sharing ideas, knowledge, successes and even 
failures.  

The best part of this job will be to see the growth of 
Texas CDA firsthand, and seeing positive leadership 
in action as they strive to meet and exceed the many 
goals of our beautiful State.  The possibilities are end-
less.  Get on board.  Don’t miss out on this inspiring 
adventure. 

832-724-2000   garzadella1965@yahoo.com 

 Prayer List 

Please pray for the Holy Father, Pope 
Francis, all Bishops and Priests that the 
Lord might grant  them health, wis-
dom, guidance and strength so that 
they may continue to spread the Word 
of God. 

 

Please pray for wisdom of our elected 
officials and health officials as they 
lead our communities and nations 
through this second round of 
COVID.  May they be good stewards of 
public resources and dedicate them-
selves to serving the common good.  

  
Please pray for all those suffering from 
illness, may the Lord lay his healing 
hands upon them so that they may 
find peace. 

 
Please pray for our State Board as they 
begin their term.  May the Lord grant 
them wisdom, compassion and humili-
ty as they lead us to live out our 
motto. of “Unity and Charity.”  
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713-419-7620  cbee1026@sbcglobal.net 

Circle of Love—Spiritual Enhancement by Mary Lou Anderle

979-966-2145  mlanderle@hotmail.com 

As we begin a new year, I want to strongly encourage all courts to have a Spiritual En-
hancement Chairman to help strengthen spirituality within your court.  We are all aching 

for something more, especially during these times of uncertainty due to COVID.  The 
only thing that will fill that need is God.   

As a court, we must find ways to encourage prayer and help our members along their 
spiritual journey.  A Spiritual Enhancement Chairman can help plan prayer services for 

your meetings as well as for other events within your court.  These prayer services need not be long, but 
they should be meaningful.  There is no need to reinvent the wheel.  The Tools of the Trade has many pray-
er services ready to use.  You can use them as they are, or you can modify them to your needs.   

Another valuable resource for prayer services is the National Newsletter.  I have found many wonderful 

prayer services as I was searching through the National Newsletter archives.  If you need assistance, don’t 
hesitate to reach out to me.  I am happy to help.  Also, speak with your District Deputy about planning a 
District meeting or even a Multi-District meeting.  I would be happy to come lead a prayer or even speak 

on the topic of your choice.  It can be as simple as speaking about the Spiritual Enhancement COL spoke or 
a specific message of your choosing.  And finally, let all your members know that if they are in need of 
prayers to please email me and I will get them on the website and add them to my list of intentions on Mon-
days when I recite the Chaplet of Divine Mercy on Facebook Live.  Many blessings to all courts as they 

begin this new year! 

Greetings! I wanted to update our membership to changes within the MOMS pro-

jects. Due to the pandemic, the 4 missions had to change how they have to handle 

donations. They can no longer accept used clothing. Casa Juan Diego is accepting 

new or like new men's bluejeans in smaller sizes and also work boots. Might I sug-

gest the courts make a phone call to the missions you are wanting to visit to set a 

date and time. I am listing the MOMS projects and phone contacts below.  Please, please, please, don't stop 

the generosity, just make the neccesary adjustments to keep our good works going! Continue to keep find-

ing your court's own Calcuttas.  Please contribute where you can.  Keep up the great work! 

 

 

 

Missions of Mercy Chairman by Cathy Bittner 

Casa Juan Diego:    
Louise Zwick    
713-869-7376    
Physical: 4818 Rose St.   
Mailing: P. O. Box 70113   
Houston  77270 

 

 

Proyecto Juan Diego  

(formally Cameron Colonia):  

Maria Elena De La O  

956-293-4326   

3910 Paredes Link Rd. 

Brownsville 78526 

Missionaries of Charity:    
Sr. Flora   
214-374-3351    
Physical: 2727 Harlandale Ave.   
Mailing: 2704 Harlandale Ave.  
Dallas 75216 

 

 

Annunciation Maternity Home:   

Nancy Sieja  

512-864-7755    

3610 Shell Rd.   

Georgetown 78628 
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I am so pleased to be able to give to our Catholic Daughters community by taking on the 
role and responsibilities of the 2021-2023 Respect Life Chairman.  I hope you will all 
join me in looking at the importance of life and protecting it in these two areas; the sanc-
tity of life and caring for our environment. 

For the sanctity of life, we will focus on protecting life at all its stages, from conception 
to natural death, including care of the elderly, the sick and dying, and the handicapped, 
the abused, and the forgotten. 

For the care of our environment, we will focus on keeping our state clean and beautiful, 
sensibly preserving and renewing our resources, recycling, and protecting wildlife and their habitats. 

We are all in this together!  Please send your ideas for how an individual and/or a court could work to pro-
tect these areas of life and make a real, meaningful impact in our great state.  This is no longer a contest, it 
is a call to protect life and God’s earth.  Email ideas and suggestions to me.  I’ll share them on the website 
and on Facebook, so we can help each other implement these ideas and suggestions.  Check for updates on 
the first of each month. 

We are all called to respect life. 

HOW IS YOUR COURT ANSWERING THE CALL? 

UPCOMING DATES . . . get involved:  

Respect Life Sunday – October 3, 2021 (Life Chain) 

  Cemetery of the Innocents – January 2022 (check with your parish for specific dates) 

DID YOU KNOW . . . St. Joseph was the defender of life, protecting both the Blessed Mother and the Christ-child.  He sets the 

example of our call as Christians, to respect life from conception to natural death. 

903-240-1635 (text)  psmith4550@yahoo.com 

In the past year and a half, I have spent more time reading than usual.  I've read every-
thing from Karl Marx (Marx for Beginners) and 1984, to a biography of St. Maximilian 
Kolbe, and all points in between.  I've delved into church history, the Popes, encycli-
cals, feminism, radicalism, socialism, modernism, American history, Chinese history, 
Marian apparitions of the past 200 years, and lives of inspiration and hope, like autobi-
ographies of Sr. Lucia of Fatima and Immaculee' Ilibagiza.  It makes me happy to read 
and explore ideas, and I've really loved my year-long journey! 

One of the things that has stuck with me the most is a call to holiness by an author 
called Anne, A Lay Apostle.  As a guide in life, she recalls that Jesus is present with us 

at all times and whatever she's doing, she asks, "Jesus, do You like this?"  It reminds me of a time when 
WWJD? (What Would Jesus Do?) bracelets were in vogue, and I think this might be pertinent to our take 
on legislation in the year to come.  A good rule of thumb as we move forward is to always ask, " Jesus, do 
You like this?"  

This year, for the Legislation spoke of the Circle of Love, I challenge you to READ!  There are several 
pieces of controversial legislation that are there for the reading, if only you take the time.  Make a list of 
your legislators, both state and national, with phone numbers, emails, social media, and addresses, and dis-
tribute to your members.  Share what you find out and encourage the ladies to call or write to these public 
servants.   Have discussions, share ideas.  Give a small prize or some sort of recognition to those who par-
ticipate.  To get started, look up these items:  "For the People Act", the Hyde Amendment, "Infrastructure 
Bill."  Now, more than ever, we need to be involved and remember to ask, "Jesus, do You like this?" 

361-676-1012  bramblemoe@gmail.com 

Respect Life Chairman by Pat Smith 

Circle of Love—Legislation by Donna Moeller  
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956-369-3048  rosiestockwell@gmail.com 

Catholic Daughters – Rebecca Brown, State Regent, has appoint-
ed me as the Circle of Love Leadership State Chairman for this 
term and I am sincerely honored to be able to serve the organiza-
tion in this capacity.  I look forward to helping all courts develop 

leadership skills! 

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas (CDA) organization has been preparing wom-
en to serve in leadership positions for over one hundred (100) years.  Leadership with-
in the local courts serves as the basis for success; success in the promotion of the 
goals, which are Spirituality and Service, and success in living daily the motto, which is “Unity and Chari-
ty”. 

Leaders share basic ingredients such as: (1) a guiding vision – a clear purpose of the goals; (2) passion – 
giving hope and inspiration to members; and (3) integrity – the basis of trust, curiosity, and daring to 
succeed in the accomplishment of the Circle of Love goals. 

Leaders are great communicators, enthusiastic about the future, and accentuate the positive.  Leaders in 
CDA are anchors for the organization in the effectiveness of the program goals. 

Opportunities in Leadership are being planned throughout the state for the benefit of the local courts.  
Collaboration between district deputies and state chairmen, along with the state board, promises to 
bring many activities that local courts can choose or further develop in response to the needs of the re-
spective communities. 

“Everyone can lead because everyone can serve.” Although this is a secular definition of leadership, it is 
interesting that it is aligned with the CDA goal of service.  As we embark on this new term, let us begin to 
recognize the strengths of the many CDA members in Texas. 

I am looking forward 
to serving as your 
Habitat for Humanity 
Chairman for the 
2021-2023 term.  As 
this term progresses, 
more information 

about the Habitat home location, time 
frame, and fundraisers will be an-
nounced.   

Please watch future Lone Star Messen-
ger newsletters for updates.  Consider 
putting a donation for Habitat for Hu-
manity in your court budget. 

979-418-1222 jrmontague@comcast.net 

For more information, please refer to: 
Tools of the Trade, 2nd Ed., July 2010: Circle of Love Section – Leadership, pages 1-23 

Circle of Love Leadership State Chairman by Rosie Stockwell 

Habitat for Humanity  
by Mary Montigue 

CDA Past Regents Club of Texas  
by Alicia Alvarado 

915-253-0744  betsy802@elp.rr.com 

How about a simple and inexpensive way to 
support CDA in Texas.  This is a ‘no work” 
way to promote CDA.  Please join the CDA 
Past Regents Club of Texas and help support 
new courts, special court anniversaries, Me-
morial Scholarship Fund, State Education 
Contests, replace District Deputy robes, give 
a JCDA stipend, contribute to Women’s Reli-
gious of Texas Project, State Habitat for Humanity house 
build and the Pray and Play weekend.  For only $20.00 per 2
-year term from convention to convention you can make a 
difference.  If you have served as regent for 1 year and 1 day 
you can join.  Call Christine Moore at 979-732-1509 or 
email cmm5389@gmail.com for an application.   
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Scrapbook Chairman by Alice Artman 

My name is Alice Artman, 
and I am serving as the State 
Scrapbook Chairman for 
2021 – 2023. This scrapbook 
will capture the term of the 
State Regent, Becky Brown, 
and will be presented to her 
at the end of her term. 

To make this scrapbook extra special for 
Becky, I need your help!  I want to have as 
many pictures as possible of the next two 
year’s events to commemorate Becky’s term. 
Over the next two years, please send me 
photos or articles about Becky’s time as Re-
gent that I can include in the State Scrap-
book. 

Quality of Life is one of the components of the Circle of Love (COL) program which 

focuses on social awareness and ministering to the needs of all people.  It is a central 

theme of CDA’s mission.  All courts are encouraged to incorporate activities within 

this spoke of COL into their court activities. 

Quality of Life might encompass the following categories: 

Family Life    Restoration of Family Values  
  
Family Health    Community Issues   
  
Worldwide Issues    Protection of our Earth 
    
Health & Wellness   Identity Theft  

 
If you think about the activities of your court, you will probably discover that you are incorporating many 
of these areas into your projects.  Congratulations and thanks!  If not, then now is the time to plan some for 
the next two years. 
 
Need help with project ideas?   Just give me a call and we can discuss the many options that are possible.  
Or, if you have great ideas to share, just give me a call so I can add your ideas to my Quality of Life li-
brary.  You are also encouraged to send articles and pictures (with captions) about your activities to me at 
cmm5389@gmail.com or Mary Jane Albert, State Newsletter Editor at maryjalbert@sbcglobal.net. 
 
This message is just an overview of Quality of Life.  In the coming months, I will highlight specific cate-
gories of the program. In the meantime, I am here to help if you need assistance.  

Circle of Love—Quality of Life Chairman by Christine Moore 

979-732-1509  cmm5389@gmail.com 

979-417-5232  aliceartman@gmail.com 

Also, please consider making a video, slide 
show, and photos of your court’s activities that 
you would like to highlight.  These submissions 
could be used on Facebook and the Texas CDA 
website. 

mailto:cmm5389@gmail.com
mailto:maryjalbert@sbcglobal.net
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281-413-2760  jj6874@earthlink.net 

Memorial Scholarship Fund is more than a scholarship program.  It is a memorial to all 

State Regents, a prayer program for everyone, AND a scholarship program. 

The Texas CDA State Board was able to award $96,000.00 to deserving high school 

graduates during the 2019-2021 term. The goal for this term is $100,000.00!  Can we 

do it?  Of course, we can!  We, as an organization, pray.  We encourage others to pray 

as well.  

The donation for the cards is just that – a donation.  Your court can ask for $3.00 a 

card or $5.00 a card or can accept more.  Please just remember, this is a state fundraiser for scholarships, 

not a local court fundraiser.  Request Mass cards from me by phone or email.  Send in all monies received 

for the cards and Masses to State Secretary Virginia Olsovsky at 1912 Pine Springs Road, Flatonia, TX  

78941.  Your court check should be made out to CDA Texas State Court, have two signatures, and written 

in the memo – MSF program. 

There is a change this year – no contest, just participation.  Your State Regent, Rebecca 

Brown, wants to encourage all to participate in this program and encourage all courts to 

offer prayers for everyone in need.  If you are a District Deputy, I am asking you to en-

courage all your courts to participate by presenting each court with a Mass card from 

you at the beginning of this year.  Let them see the good that comes from knowing they 

will be remembered in Mass for a whole year.  If you are a State Chairman, ask your 

court for the MSF form and Mass card monthly so the local court treasurer can write 

checks for the MSF program.  

Memorial Scholarship Fund Chairman by Melodie Brunt 

903-293-4911   cdambrunt@gmail.com 

Hi ladies.  As I write this article I’m also preparing for the State Leadership Workshop 
to be held August 5 – 8, where I will be teaching about financial reviews.  I hope the 
District Deputies and State Chairmen will bring much valuable information back to 
their courts.   
 
It’s time for Regents to schedule with your District Deputy the October financial review 
of the April – September books.  Remember, every court must have a financial review, 
and a District Deputy or state representative must be present at the review.  District 
Deputies, please share your financial review workshop handouts with your Regents.  
She in turn can make copies for the court officers and review committee.  Studying the 
handout ahead of the review will be very helpful for the officers and the reviewers. 

 
The state financial review committee met on June 12 in Danbury and reviewed the state books for March 
through May 2021, as well as the Texarkana convention books.  The books were found to be in good order 
and we commend the State Board and the convention committee on their accurate recordkeeping. 
 
I’m happy to be working the next two years with state financial review team members Gennie Loggins, 
Carol Snowbarger, Pat Rega, Mary Jane Albert, Darice Miksch and Kathleen Taylor. 
 

Financial Review State Chairman by Janis Wright 
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956-802-1468  estherwaters4yahoo.com 

Congratulations to all the 2021 Newsletter Contest winners.  Thank you to everyone 
for your beautiful newsletters.  You did a great job and we look forward to your con-
tinued participation in 2022.  The 2021 Newsletter Contest is over, but it’s not too ear-
ly to begin planning for 2022.  What an exciting project for both local and state courts.  
This year we are going to change it up a bit.  All recognition will be at the National 
level.  However, all courts will still be receiving their newsletter feedback and score 

sheets in the mail to guide them for the following year.  Keep up your hard work on this exciting project! 

The Court Newsletter will 

 Communicate to the members of your court current activities, upcoming events and special projects 
the court may be planning. 

 Be of special interest to  members who are unable to attend meetings due to 
illness, being homebound or because of family responsibilities. 

 Relay CDA information from the National and State levels. 

 Be a good recruiting tool for new members. 

Deadline for the 2022 Newsletter Contest is MARCH 1, 2022. 

State Newsletter Editor by Mary Jane Albert 
 

Thank you Becky for appointing me as the Lone Star Messenger Newsletter Editor for the 2021-2023 term.  
It is very important that the membership keep informed of important news affecting 
courts from around the state of Texas.   

In order to accomplish this goal I ask that you follow the deadlines below when 
submitting your newsletter articles by electronic mail.   

Issue   Must be received on or before 

September   August 1 

December  November 1 

March   February 1 

June   May 1 

I encourage all courts to submit a brief article to me on their court’s special 
events, anniversaries and fundraising events.  Submit your article in Word format.  Include photos when 
available and if possible, identify those in the photo left to right.   

The State Regent, National Supervisor/Director, State Chaplain, and Associate State Chaplain will have a 
full page or about 450 words.  State Officers and Committee Chairmen will have one-half page or about 
250-300 words.  Around the State Articles highlighting your court activities, fundraisers, and anniversaries 
should be one-fourth page or about 100-200 words.   

I am looking forward to receiving your articles and photos.  Call me if you have questions. 

281-381-0309  maryjalbert@sbcglobal.net 

Court Newsletter Chairman by Esther Waters 
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936-661-8385 (C)  936-856-1188 (H)  dianakammer@aol.com 

My Dear Sisters in Christ, 

Please check out the items that are featured below: (1) State of Texas sign with your 
town and court number—$5.00 each; (2) CDA Texas State Convention Ornament—
$5.00 each; (3) Saint Joseph lapel pin with Jesus—$4.00 each; (4) St. Joseph's Novena 
& Prayers Booklet—$3.00 each; (5) Membership Pins—$6.00 each; and (6) two styles 
of Luggage Tags—$3.00 each. 

I have many other items and great deals, just call or text me.  Remember if you ask for 
your items to be mailed to you, you will be required to pay for the postage. 

I accept court checks, cashiers checks, personal checks or money orders.  Please do not send cash in the 
mail.  All types of payments are to be payable to CDA Texas State court. 

If you have any questions you may contact me. 

Thank you for your business, looking forward to be of service to you. 

May God's Blessings be with you.  

214-564-7142  texascdaweb@gmail.com 

State Website and Local Website Contest Chairman  
by Suzanne Delcambre 
 

If your court has always wanted to start a website, the first step is to find a web 
server/hosting service.  Check with your church office to see if your court can add 
pages to the church’s existing website.  Adding to an existing website makes start 
up easy, potentially more affordable and CDA activities can be included among the 
other ministries of the parish.   

If adding your court’s webpages to an existing site is not an option, the Texas State Court would like 
to help.  Local courts can request a single page on the Texas CDA website where they can develop 
their own content.  The space would be available for one year at no cost, with an option to extend 
based on page availability.  Local court web administrators could gain experience using the eCatho-
lic web hosting services.  Each court would have its own domain name as a suffix to the Texas CDA 
website without the expense of incurring its own domain name.  For example, Court 4500 St. Mary, 
might have the webpage name:  texascda.org/4500_StMary.  Since this is a new project for the Tex-
as State court, this opportunity will be available to a maximum of three courts in 2021.  Based on 
the success of this project more courts may be added in 2022.  To begin the process or get more 
information, court regents should send their requests via the CONTACT US form on the Texas web-
site at: https://texascda.org/contact-us.   

State Sales Chairman by Diana Kammer 

https://texascda.org/contact-us
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State and Territorial Officers Conference 2021 
The State and Territorial Officers Conference held at the Franciscan Renew-
al Center in Scottsdale, Arizona, on July 15-18 was well attended and well 
received.   

There was a mixture of learning, sharing and "Catholic Daughter 
Fun."  Read the full story in the summer issue of SHARE Magazine when it 
is published later this summer.  

National Representative for Texas Message  
by Connie Dronette 

 

 

My dear sisters in Christ, 

As I look forward to cooler days and the welcome signs of 
fall, I get really excited about the feast days of September 
and October.  It is a time for us honor and celebrate our 

Catholicity.  On September 8, we celebrate Mother Mary’s birthday.  My local 
Court always meets early in the month, so we always have a birthday cake 
for Mary in September.  The fifteenth of the month is the feast of The Seven 
Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  The Seven Sorrows chaplet is a beautiful 
chaplet that helps us meditate on the sorrows that pierced the heart of our 
Heavenly Mother.  My parish celebrates the feast of Our Lady of LaSalette on 
the nineteenth since our priest are LaSalette Missionaries.  It is a beautiful 
apparition of Our Lady in France, where Mary appeared to two young shep-
herds with a message of prayer and penance. 

In October, we celebrate the month of the rosary.   The feast of Our Lady of 
the Rosary is on October 7.  If your daily prayer doesn’t include the rosary, I 
would encourage you to say it every day during the month of October.  Why 
not make a cupcake rosary at your October CDA meeting and say it together!    

Remember that if members say the Litany of St. Joseph together at a meet-
ing, they can receive an indulgence if they receive Holy Communion that day, 
go to Confession within a week, and pray for the intentions of the Holy Fa-
ther.  This is a special gift during the Year of St. Joseph.  My prayer is that 
you will grow closer and closer to our Lord as you begin to meet with your 
CDA sisters in the fall. 

337-802-6136  conniecda@yahoo.com  



  PAGE 15 

 

Did you watch the Astros’ game on Tuesday, June 15th?  Our JCDA girls were 
there for a night of fun…and the Astros won!! 

L to R: Hailey Feik, Teaghan Eckelberg, 

Emersyn Eckelberg, Emma Eckelberg, Taylor 

Eckelberg, Yesenia Barboza, Alexis Bartlett, 

Jennifer Cerna and Emily Acosta 

Congratulation to our new JCDA State Officers 
 

 

J 

C 

D 

A 

JCDA State 1
st
 Vice President Lanie Bejarano 

My name is Lanie Bejarano.  I am currently a senior in high 
school and a very active member in my community.  I have 
been volunteering at my church ever since I was little.  I have 
done a variety of projects such as co-director of our annual 
Bible Camps, director of our Nativity Play, a confirmation 
catechist, and so much more.  Aside from church, I am also 
very involved at my school as I am captain of our Pom & 
Drill team, and a member of various clubs.  I am the new 
JCDA State First Vice President. Being in this position means 
that I will help to lead, promote, and create projects for all the 
JCDA courts across Texas.  JCDA is something that is new to 
me, but something that is very dear to my heart.  I am so 
grateful that there is this wonderful organization that empow-
ers and supports young girls and young women in our church-
es.  I am very honored and thankful to be able to have this op-
portunity, and I look forward to this new journey in my faith.  

L to R: Lourdes Ybarra, State  
Secretary; Lanie Bejarano, State First 
Vice President; Alessandra Solorzano, 

State President; Faith Machart,  
State Second Vice President and  
Emma Stewart, State Reporter 
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Court St. John the Baptist #2073, Alvin 
The Gathering Place Ministry of St. John the Baptist held a so-
cial in Alvin designed to stimulate people who have Alzhei-
mer’s disease or a related memory disease.  This ministry pro-
vided at no cost, a program filled with activities such as bingo, 
arts and crafts and exercise.  A lunch meal was provided.  
Caregivers dropped off their family members and used their 
free time each month to rest.  There are five interfaith churches 
in Alvin who hosted this event from 10 am until 2 pm. 

Court St. Helen #2330,  

Pearland 
Members of Court #2330, St. Helen, Pear-
land, TX, joined the 40 Days for Life in 

Houston to pray for the unborn, their moth-
ers, fathers and for the workers of Planned 
Parenthood on Saturday, March 27.  Pic-
tured left to right:  

Connie Lindsay, 
Janet Huber, 
Dolores Koza, Lib-

by Wilkins-Rivas, 
Cindy Schilhab, 
Paula Getz, Rhon-

da Stryk & Pauline 
Roark. 

St. Theresa of Lisieux #2211,  

Sugar Land 
 

The court held their 
Garage Sale on July 
29-31.  The profits go 
towards scholarships 
and charitable dona-
tions. 

Knights of Co-
lumbus Council 
#4104 helped  
set up and take 
down.   

 

CDA volunteers Nancy Cuello, Nancy 

Goodnight and Karen Jackson 

Morris Reed and music guest Maryln F. 

Garza enjoy singing along with those 

oldies but goodies  

 

Court St. Elizabeth #1616, Sealy 

CDA Members Cindy Konesheck, Cynthia Grigar, and Irene 

Krenek presented Connor Krenek a donation to assist him with 

his Eagle Scout Project of beautifying Holy Cross Cemetery on 

Stockold  Road. 
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Court Our Mother of Peace & Unity #2487, Livingston 

Court 2487 partnered with parishioners at St. Joseph Catholic 

Church in Livingston, TX to support Gifts for G.R.A.C.E. Pregnancy 
Outreach.  Baby gifts were collected from Mother's Day 
5/9/2021 until Father's Day 6/20/2021.  Items included socks, shoes, 

shampoo, lotion, onesies, blankets, baby toys, picture frames, and 
bottles.  

Court St. Helena of the Cross #2679, San Antonio 
Members of the court attended the Catholic Women's Conference presented by 
the Pilgrim Center of Hope.  With the theme of "Women of Hope," the speak-
ers presented enlightening talks at this two-day conference.  Posing with a 
cardboard cut-out of Pope Francis, in left to right order:  Diana Becerra, Alma 
Algermissen, Megan Rothe, Yolanda DeLeon and Shirley Black.  Not included 
in the photo is Belinda Cortez who worked as a volunteer at the conference.    

Welcome to our new CDA Court! 

Rosa Mystica #2771 in Mt. Pleasant 

Instituted May 16, 2021 

21 members 

Court Annunciation #1962 La Grange 

The Court held their annual family dinner and 55th Anniversary celebration at the Knights of Columbus 
Community Center in La Grange on Sunday, June 13.  Mistress of Ceremonies, Regent Shirley Antosh.  
Court Chaplain Rev. Fr. Brian Phillips led the invocation and prayer. After dinner the clergy, officers, and 
guests were introduced, a reception of twelve new members took place, the four living Charter Members 
were recognized, two 25-year members were presented pins and the Past Regents were remembered as a 
special 55th Anniversary tribute. 

Education Contest and Memorial Scholarship winners were honored.  $500.00 was given to the Sacred 
Heart Catholic School library in La Grange in honor of Court Chaplain Fr. Brian Phillips, Court Spiritual 
Advisor Deacon Mike Meismer, and in memory of Msgr. Harry Mazurkiewicz who had been Court Chap-
lain for over forty years.  State Regent Rebecca Brown shared her thoughts on CDA.  JCDA State First 
Vice President Mia Solorzano thanked everyone for their support of the 
JCDA.  Fr. Bob Knippenberg was invited to share a few thoughts and his 
message focused on Fr. Patrick Peyton whose motto was “The Family that 
Prays Together, Stays Together”.   

Pictured L to R: District No. 11 Deputy Janet Purdy, State Secretary Virginia Olsovsky, 
State Regent Rebecca Brown, National Director and State Parliamentarian Carolyn Ma-
lik, Regent Shirley Antosh, Vice Regent Carolyn Weishuhn, Recording Secretary Mary 
Lou Anderle, and Financial Secretary Marilyn Kothmann.  Not present was Treasurer 
Judy Evanicky. 
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Court Daughter of Our Lady 
of Fatima #2596, San Antonio 
Our court continued to survive amidst the pan-
demic under the leadership of Regent Maria Jua-
rez.  The court was instrumental in planning mini 
fundraisers to continue the courts charitable con-
tribution commitment (as the only major fundrais-
er was cancelled as a result of the pandemic), pre-
sented good to order activities during regular 
monthly Zoom meetings, kept in communique 
with the elderly members, and overall maintained 
the spirit of the organization. The court hosted a 
membership drive, Thanksgiving Turkey Baskets 
raffles, selling Easter Baskets in April and Moth-
er’s Day themed baskets in May.  The Court initi-
ated a Memorial Scholarship Fund in memory of 
past regent and coordinator Valeria Ann Brandt.  
A scholarship was awarded in June with a special 
program and reception. The court held their annu-
al Patriotic Rosary and Ice Cream Social, which 
honored CDA members who served.  This event 
ended with a surprise presentation by CDA mem-
ber, Deyanne Howell, who on behalf of Catholic 
Life Insurance (Match Funds) from Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, presented our Regent with a check for 
$500.  Our court closed the year with the investi-
ture of the Brown Scapular on the Feast of Our 
Lady of Mt. Carmel 
on July 16 after the 
homily at Mass.  

Pictured from left to 
right is Deyanne 
Howell presenting a 
check to Regent Ma-
ria Juarez.  

CORNER 

DD 

by Patsy Marburger, DD #8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello CDA District Deputies and Sisters in Christ. 

As we get into full swing in September for 2021, 
just a quick reminder that the October financial 
review is just around the corner.  Try to set up 
your reviews in your September meetings.  All re-
views must be turned in to National and State by 
October 31, 2021. 

Court Officers, it helps us greatly if all the books 
are up to date and everything posted.  This in-
cludes the bank statements, deposits, receipt 
books, and new membership roster.  Recording 
Secretary should highlight money that was voted 
on to spend.  This makes it easier to spot when re-
viewing the minutes.  I usually have the red pins, 
posted notes, rulers and a calculator.  We carry the 
review forms with us, and the court Treasurer 
brings the previous review form in her records. 

Everyone must follow money procedures.  NO 
EXCEPTIONS.  All funds must be given to the 
Financial Secretary, and she must issue a receipt 
for all monies received.  The Financial Secretary 
then gives the money to the Treasurer, who in 
turns issues a receipt.  The Treasurer then deposits 
all monies in the court bank account.  All this 
should be done in a timely manner. 

If the court has any questions, please contact your 
District Deputy, before your review. 

Meditation for the Quarter 

How blessed are you by feeding the poor? 

Consider using this as a topic of discussion at  
your next court meeting. 

CORNER 

By Patsy Marburger, DD #8 

DD  
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A Story of St. Luke by CNA Staff 

The theme of State Regent Rebecca Brown is “Most Blessed Are You” from 
the Gospel of St. Luke (Luke 1:48).  The article below is a short history about 
St. Luke from the Catholic News Network website.   

**************************************************************** 

On October 18, Catholics and other Christians around the world will celebrate 
the feast of St. Luke, the physician and companion of St. Paul whose gospel 
preserved the most extensive biography of Jesus Christ. 

St. Luke wrote a greater volume of the New Testament than any other single 
author, including the earliest history of the Church.  Ancient traditions also 
acknowledge Luke as the founder of Christian iconography, making him a pa-
tron of artists as well as doctors and other medical caregivers. 

Luke came from the large metropolitan city of Antioch, a part of modern-day Tur-
key.  In Luke's lifetime, his native city emerged as an important center of early 
Christianity.  During the future saint's early years, the city's port had already become 
a cultural center, renowned for arts and sciences.  Historians do not know whether 
Luke came to Christianity from Judaism or paganism, although there are strong sug-
gestions that Luke was a gentile convert. 

Educated as a physician in the Greek-speaking city, Luke was among the most cul-
tured and cosmopolitan members of the early Church.  Scholars of archeology and 
ancient literature have ranked him among the top historians of his time period, be-
sides noting the outstanding Greek prose style and technical accuracy of his ac-
counts of Christ's life and the apostles' missionary journeys. 

Other students of biblical history adduce from Luke's writings that he was the only evangelist to incorporate 
the personal testimony of the Blessed Virgin Mary, whose role in Christ's life emerges most clearly in his 
gospel.  Tradition credits him with painting several icons of Christ's mother, and one of the sacred portraits 
ascribed to him – known by the title “Salvation of the Roman People”-- survives to this day in the Basilica of 
St. Mary Major. 

Some traditions hold that Luke became a direct disciple of Jesus before his ascension, while others hold that 
he became a believer only afterward.  After St. Paul's conversion, Luke accompanied him as his personal 
physician-- and, in effect, as a kind of biographer, since the journeys of Paul on which Luke accompanied 
him occupy a large portion of the Acts of the Apostles.  Luke probably wrote this text, the final narrative 
portion of the New Testament, in the city of Rome where the account ends. 

Luke was also among the only companions of Paul who did not abandon him during his final imprisonment 
and death in Rome.  After the martyrdom of St. Paul in the year 67, St. Luke is said to have preached else-
where throughout the Mediterranean, and possibly died as a martyr.  However, even tradition is unclear on 
this point. Fittingly, the evangelist whose travels and erudition could have filled volumes, wrote just enough 
to proclaim the gospel and apostolic preaching to the world. 

Patronage: artists, bachelors, bookbinders, brewers, butchers, doctors, glass makers, glassworkers, gold 
workers, goldsmiths, lacemakers, lace workers, notaries, painters, physicians, sculptors, stained glass work-
ers, surgeons. 

Reprinted with Permission from Catholic News Agency a service of EWTN News, Inc.   
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Catholic Daughters of the Americas 

Texas State Calendar 

2021—2023 
September 2021 

4   Court #683, 100th Anniversary, Laredo 

8   Becky’s Buzz, Facebook 

10-11  Board Meeting & Financial Review, Terrie Vacek (Willis)  

 

October 2021  

6   Becky’s Buzz, Facebook 

16    Court #2368 30th Anniversary, McAllen 

23   KC’s Fall Exemplification, Mary Jane Albert honoree   

 

November 2021 

1    Newsletter Article Due, Mary Jane Albert 

3   Becky’s Buzz, Facebook 

 

December 2021  

1    Becky’s Buzz, Facebook 

5   Court #1588 70th Anniversary, Columbus 

Our Motto 
Our Patroness  

Mother Mary 


